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Summary of Democratic and Republican Platforms 


This and the next issue of TRENDs are given over to a summary of the platforms of the two major parties. In the in- 
terest of brevity, only those portions which deal directly with tissues are included. Extra copies available at 2¢ each. 


AGRICULTURE 


Democrats: Permanent system of flexible price sup- 
ports for agricultural products, to maintain farm in- 
come on a parity with farm operating costs; an inten- 
sified soil conservation program; an extended crop 
insurance program; improvement of methods of dis- 
tributing agricultural products; development and 
maintenance of stable export markets; use of agri- 
cultural surpluses to improve the diet of low-income 
families in case of need; continued expansion of the 
rural electrification program; strengthening of all 
agricultural credit programs; intensified research to 
improve agricultural practices, and to find new uses 
for farm products; repeal of the discriminatory taxes 
on the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine; en- 
courage farm cooperatives; improvement of the 
standard of living and the working conditions of the 
farmer, and preserve the family-size farm. 


Republicans: Effective protection of reasonable 
market prices through flexible support prices, com- 
modity loans, marketing agreements; a long-term 
program in the interest of agriculture and the con- 
sumer which should include an accelerated program 
of sounder soil conservation; full development of 
our forests on the basis of cropping and sustained 
yield with cooperation of states and private owners 
for conservation and fire protection; sound rural elec- 
trification; sound farm credit; the development of 
family-size farms; intensified research to discover 
new crops, new uses for existing crops, and control 
of hoof and mouth and other animal diseases and 
crop pests; support the principle of bona fide farmer- 
owned and farmer-operated cooperatives. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


Democrats: We support the United Nations fully 
and we pledge our whole-hearted aid toward its 
growth and development. We will continue to lead 
the way toward curtailment of the use of the veto. 
We shall favor such amendments and modifications 
of the charter as experience may justify. We will 


continue our efforts toward the establishment of an 
international armed force to aid its authority. We 
advocate the grant of a loan to the U.N. . . . for the 
construction of the U.N. headquarters in this coun- 
try. We shall strive to conclude treaties with the re- 
maining enemy states, based on justice and with 
guarantees against the revival of aggression, and for 
the preservation of peace; effective international con- 
trol of weapons of mass destruction, including the 
atomic bomb; a sound, humanitarian administration 
of the Marshall Plan; we pledge further that weewill 
not withhold necessary funds by which these princi- 
ples can be achieved. Therefore, we pledge that we 
will implement with appropriations the commit- 
ments which are made in this Nation’s foreign pro- 
gram. We pledge ourselves to restore the reciprocal 
trade agreements program formulated in 1934 by 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull; we strongly endorse 
our country’s adherence to the International Trade 
Organization; continued economic cooperation with 
the countries of the Western Hemisphere; continued 
support of regional arrangements within the United 
Nations charter, such as the Inter-American Regional 
Pact and the developing Western European Union; 
full recognition to the State of Israel; approve the 
claims of the State of Israel to the boundaries set 
forth in the United Nations resolution of November 
29th (1947); modifications thereof should be made 
only if fully acceptable to the State of Israel; admis- 
sion of the State of Israel to the United Nations and 
its full participation in the international community 
of nations; appropriate aid to the State of Israel in 


developing its economy and resources; revision of © 


the arms embargo to accord to the State of Israel the 
right of self-defense; modification of any resolution 
of the United Nations to the extent that it may pre- 
vent any such revision, within the framework of 
the United Nations, the internationalization of Jeru- 
salem and the protection of the Holy Places in Pales- 
tine; development of these (subjugated) countries 
as prosperous, free, and democratic fellow members 
of the United Nations; legislation to admit a mini- 
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mum of 400,000 Displaced Persons found eligible for 
United States citizenship without discrimination as 
to race or religion; vigorous promotion of world- 
wide freedom in the gathering and dissemination of 
news by press, radio, and television; the greatest pos- 
sible vigor on the part of the United Nations Com- 
mission on Human Rights and the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council to establish the foun- 
dations on which freedom can exist in every nation. 


Republicans: We believe in collective security 
against aggression and in behalf of justice and free- 
dom. We shall support the United Nations as the 
world’s best hope in this direction, striving to 
strengthen it and promote its effective evolution and 
use. The United Nations should progressively estab- 
lish international law, be freed of any veto in the 
peaceful settlement of international disputes, and be 
provided with the armed forces contemplated by the 
Charter. We particularly commend the value of 
regional arrangements as prescribed by the Charter; 
and we cite the Western Hemispheric Defense Pact 
as a useful model. We shall nourish these Pan- 
American agreements in the new spirit of coopera- 
tion which implements the Monroe Doctrine; within 
the prudent limits of our own economic welfare, we 
shall cooperate, on a basis of self-help and mutual 
aid, to assist other peace-loving nations to restore 
their economic independence and the human rights 
and fundamental freedoms; businesslike and efh- 
cient administration of all forezgn aid; restore auton- 
omy and self-sufficiency as rapidly as possible in our 
post-war occupied areas, guarding always against 
any rebirth of aggression; a just peace with all na- 
tions; sturdy progress toward unity in Western 
Europe; subject to the letter and spirit of the United 
Nations Charter, we pledge to Israel full recognition, 
with its boundaries as sanctioned by the United 
Nations and aid in developing its economy; friend- 
ship with China; maintenance of its integrity and 
freedom; universal limitation and control of arms 
and implements of war on a basis of reliable disci- 
plines against bad faith; at all times safeguarding 
our own industry and agriculture, and under efficient 
administrative procedures for the legitimate con- 
sideration of domestic needs we shall support the 
system of reciprocal trade and encourage interna- 
tional commerce; all foreign commitments shall be 


made public and subject to constitutional ratifica- 
tion. 


TAXES AND ECONOMIC POLICY 


Democrats: We shall put a halt to the disastrous 
price rises. Adequate housing will end the need for 
rent control. Until then, it must be continued; we 
pledge the. continued maintenance of those sound 
fiscal policies which have brought about a balanced 
budget and reduction of the public debt by $28 bil- 
lion since the close of the war; we favor the reduc- 


tion of taxes, whenever it is possible to do so without 
unbalancing the nation’s economy, by giving a full 
measure of relief to those millions of low-income 
families on whom the wartime burden of taxation 
fell most heavily; we shall endeavor to remove tax 
inequities; and to continue to reduce the public debt; 
we are opposed to the imposition of a general fed- 
eral sales tax; small business must be protected 
against unfair discrimination and monopoly, and be 
given equal opportunities with competing enter- 
prises to expand its capital structure; we favor non- 
discriminatory zransportation charges and declare for 
the early correction of inequalities in such charges; 
an intensive enforcement of the antitrust laws, with 
adequate appropriations; the strengthening of exist- 
ing antitrust laws by closing the gaps which experi- 
ence has shown have been used to promote the con- 
centration of economic power; we support the right 
of free enterprise and the right of all persons to work 
together in cooperatives and other democratic asso- 
ciations for the purpose of carrying out any proper 
business operations free from any arbitrary and dis- 
criminatory restrictions; we pledge adherence to the 
principle of non-partisan civilian administration of 
atomic energy, and the development of atomic 
energy for peaceful purposes through free scientific 
inquiry for the benefit of all the people; we will 
continue to maintain an adequate American Mer- 
chant Marine. 


Republicans: We pledge an attack upon the basic 
causes of inflation, including the following measures: 
progressive reduction of the cost of government 
through elimination of waste; stimulation of pro- 
duction as the surest way to lower prices; fiscal poli- 
cies to provide increased incentives for production 
and thrift; a sound currency; the maintenance of 
federal finances in a healthy condition and continu- 
ation of the efforts to reduce the enormous burden 
of zaxation in order to provide incentives for the cre- 
ation of new industries and new jobs, and to bring 
relief from inflation. We favor intelligent integra- 
tion of Federal-State taxing and spending policies 
designed to eliminate wasteful duplication, and in 
order that the State and local governments may be 
able to assume their separate responsibilities, the Fed- 
eral government shall as soon as practicable with- 
draw or reduce those taxes which can be best ad- 
ministered by local governments, with particular 
consideration of excise and inheritance taxes; reduc- 
tion of the public debt; small business, the bulwark 
of American enterprise, must be encouraged through: 
aggressive anti-monopoly action; elimination of un- 
necessary controls; protection against discrimination; 
correction of tax abuses; and limitation of competi- 
tion by governmental organizations. We propose 
an adequate privately operated Merchant Marine; 
and the expansion of privately operated air transpor- 
tation and communication systems. 
(Continued in Sept. 7th issue) 
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